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1 Introduction

1.1 The context - about the project

Seize new business opportunities with Hungary or Slovakia!

% * t - /
% 34 /
2 1>/ - 2 1 >/ 34
5 . .5 * 3

Exploit these possibilities provided free of charge by the National Agency for Development of Small
and Medium Enterprises in Slovakia, in cooperation with Theodore Puskas Foundation and Hungary
investment and trade development agency, in the framework of cross-border project Support of
Slovak- Hungarian cooperation of Small and medium enterprises.

Aiming to decrease economic and social disparities and create new possibilities of economic
development, we have started a new project for SME business support from Bratislava, Nitra, Trnava,
Banska Bystrica, Kosice regions and Hungarian Gyor-Moson-Sopron, Komarom-Esztergom, Pest,
Nograd, Heves, Borsod-Abalj-Zemplén, Szabolcs-Szatmar- Bereg counties, as well as Budapest city.

The aim of the project is to provide the widest scale of services to our entrepreneurs, that will help
them to establish new business cooperation with partners on the Hungarian side.

The project will be implemented for 12 months, till end of august 2010. Among other things, the
project's expected activities are as follow:

* in-depth study on possibilities of common region for enhancing regional cooperation of SME,

» establishment of SMEs database with detailed data,

e launching of a communication platform enabling entrepreneurs to communicate on-line,

e organisation in common of 2 seminars, 4 international commercial missions, 4 conferences,
4 international brokerage events.

If you are willing to promote a business idea and you need support and help to make it happen, we
will be pleased to have you benefit from our professional free of charge services.

This project is carried out in the framework of the Hungary-Slovakia 2007-2013 co-operation cross-
border program.

Project website: www.SME-HUSK.eu.
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1.2 The catalogue

The main objective of this document is to provide concise and structured information on financial
programmes and supporting organisations as a tool to promote development of cross-border co-
operation of Hungarian and Slovak small and medium enterprises (SMEs).

The first section of the catalogue provides a general information, links and contact for European
programmes supporting a co-operation and regional development. Tens of billions of euros is
available to support a development of priority areas of the European economy in the programming
period 2007-2013.

The following table provides an overview of the major sectors and relevant programmes from which
the entrepreneurs (including SMEs) can receive funding for their development projects or can use
the supporting infrastructures created by these programs.

Table 1: European programmes and their use in selected sectors

AREAS PROGRAMMES

Biology and medicine © | © © | ©| O
IcT © | © |06 © © |0 |0
Energy © | © |06 © © | © |0
Environment © ©|©6 |0 ©  © |06
Industry © | © |6 © © | © |0
Transport © | © © © |l ©| O
Tourism © © |0
Trade © © |0
Technologies and innovation © | © | © ©  ©| 0| ©
Science, R&D, education © | © © 6|06 |06

FP7 (Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development)
CIP (Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme)

LLP (Lifelong Learning Programme)

HU-SK CBC (Hungary-Slovakia Co-operation Cross-Border Program 2007-2013)

ERDF (European Regional Co-operation Programmes)

SF EU (EU Structural Funds)
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The next section presents the support organisation on national and international level, providing
partner search services, and information about making business or relevant sectors for their clients
as well as foreign citizens seeking partners. For the purposes of developing Hungary-Slovakian co-
operation of SMEs the catalogue is providing description and contacts on following types of support
organisations:

e regional advisory, information and innovation centers
e chambers of commerce and industry

e national support agencies

e Enterprise Europe Network

e embassies and consulates

In the next section of the catalogue provides information on bilateral agreements and treaties
between Hungary and Slovakia as well as a description of the EU Structural Funds, which although
do not directly finance the international co-operation, but create conditions for development of
business environment and infrastructure of respective countries.



Catalogue of support services and programmes for bilateral co-operation of Hungary and Slovakia www.sme-husk.eu

2 Programmes

2.1 European Community Programmes - Co-operation Programmes

2.1.1 Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development (FP7)

FP7 is the short name for the Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Technological
Development. This is the EU's main instrument for funding research in Europe and it will run

from 2007 to 2013. The EC budget for the next seven years is € 50.5 billion and the Euratom budget
for the next five years is € 2.7 billion1. Overall, this represents a 41% increase from FP6 at 2004 prices
and 63% at current prices.

FP7 is also designed to respond to Europe’s employment needs and competitiveness. FP7 supports
research in selected priority areas - the aim being to make, or keep, the EU as a world leader in those
sectors.

FP7 is made up of 4 main blocks of activities forming 4 specific programmes plus a fifth specific
programme on nuclear research.

Under the programme “Cooperation”, research support will be provided to international
cooperation projects across the European Union and beyond. In 10 thematic areas, corresponding

to major fields in science and research, the programme will promote the progress of knowledge

and technology. Research will be supported and strengthened to address European social, conomic,
environmental, public health and industrial challenges, serve the public good and support developing
countries. “Cooperation” supports research actions in the following thematic areas:

=

Health

Food, Agriculture and Biotechnology

Information and Communication Technologies

Nanosciences, Nanotechnologies, Materials and new Production Technologies
Energy

Environment (including climate change)

Transport (including Aeronautics)

Socio-economic sciences and Humanities

. Security

10. Space

©oONOU A WN

The “ldeas” programme hosts all those activities that are to be implemented by the European
Research Council (ERC). The ERC is expected to enjoy a high degree of autonomy in order to develop
high-level frontier research at a European level, building on excellence in Europe and raising its
profile at the international level. This programme will enhance the dynamic character, creativity
and excellence of European research at frontier knowledge.

The “People” programme offers individuals the opportunity to follow a career in research. European
researchers should be encouraged to stay in Europe whilst at the same time the best researchers

in the world should be attracted by European research excellence and infrastructures. Building

on the positive experiences with the “Marie Curie Actions”, the “People” programme should
encourage individuals to enter the profession of researcher; structure their research training

by offering options; and, encourage mobility within the same sector. The mobility of researchers is
not only key to the career development of researchers but also vital to the sharing and transfer

of knowledge between countries and sectors.

The “Capacities” programme aims to optimise the use and development of research infrastructures,
while enhancing the innovative capacities of SMEs to benefit from research. The programme is

10
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designed to support regional research-driven clusters and at the same time unlock the research
potential in the EU’s convergence and outermost regions. Support is to be provided for horizontal
actions and measures underlining international cooperation. Finally, European society and science
should be brought closer under the initiatives of the “Capacities” programme. “Capacities” will
operate in seven broad areas: Research infrastructures; Research for the benefit of SMEs; Regions
of knowledge and support for regional research-driven clusters; Research potential of Convergence
Regions; Science in society; Support to the coherent development of research policies; International
co-operation.

Link: cordis.europa.eu/fp7/

Contact:

National Contact Point in Hungary

Mrs. Szonja CSUZDI

National Office for Research and Technology
Address: Neumann Janos u. 1/c., H - 1117 Budapest
Tel.: +36-1-4842560

E-mail: szonja.csuzdi@nkth.gov.hu

Web: www.nkth.gov.hu

National Contact Point in Slovakia

Mrs. Jana TOMKOVA

APVV - Agentura pre vyskum a vyvoj

Address: Mytna 23, P.O. Box 346, SK - 814 99 Bratislava
Tel.: +421-2-57204547

Fax: +421-2-57204599

E-mail: jtomkova@apvv.sk

Web: www.apvv.sk

2.1.2 Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP)

With small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) as its main target, the Competitiveness

and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP) supports innovation activities (including eco-
innovation), provides better access to finance and delivers business support services in the regions. It
encourages a better take-up and use of information and communication technologies (ICT) and helps
to develop the information society. It also promotes the increased use of renewable energies

and energy efficiency.

The CIP runs from 2007 to 2013 with an overall budget of € 3621 million.

The CIP is divided into three operational programmes. Each programme has its specific objectives,
aimed at contributing to the competitiveness of enterprises and their innovative capacity in their
own areas, such as ICT or sustainable energy:

= The Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme (EIP)
=  The Information Communication Technologies Policy Support Programme (ICT-PSP)

= The Intelligent Energy Europe Programme (IEE)

Link: ec.europa.eu/cip/

11
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Contact:

The Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme (EIP)

Enterprise Europe Network Hungary

ITD - Hungary

Address: Andrassy Ut 12, H - 1061 Budapest
Tel.: +361472 8130

Fax: +36 14728131

E-mail: een@itd.hu

Web: www.enterpriseeurope.hu

Enterprise Europe Network Slovakia

BIC Bratislava

Address: Zochova 5, SK - 811 03 Bratislava
Tel.: +421 2 5441 7515

Fax: +421 2 5441 7522

E-mail: info@een.sk

Web: www.een.sk

The Information Communication Technologies Policy Support Programme (ICT-PSP)

National Contact Point - ICT PSP NCP Hungary

Prime Minister's Office State Secretary For Infocommunications And eGovernment
Department of Infocommunications

Address: Szilagyi Erzsébet fasor 11/b, H - 1024 BUDAPEST

Ms. Orsolya TEGLASSY

Tel.: +36 1 441-2598

Fax: +36 14412572

E-mail: orsolya.teglassy@ekk.gov.hu

Mr. Ferenc KNEISZ

Tel.: +36 1 441-2539

Fax: + 36 14412539

E-mail: ferenc.kneisz@ekk.gov.hu

National Contact Point - ICT PSP NCP Slovakia
Ministry of Finance SR
Address: Stefanovicova 6, SK - 81782 BRATISLAVA

Mrs. Michaela SPETKOVA

Tel.: +421 2 5958 2420

Fax: +421 2 595 82 498

E-mail: michaela.spetkova@mfsr.sk

Mrs. Miroslava SEVCOVICOVA

Tel.: +421 2 595 82 422

Fax: + 421 2 595 82 498

E-mail: miroslava.sevcovicova@mfsr.sk

12
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The Intelligent Energy Europe Programme (IEE)

National Contact Point - IEE NCP Hungary
Ms. Judit KOPACSY

Ministry of Economy and Transport

Tel.: +36-1-471-8275

Fax: +36-1-471-8262

E-mail: judit.kopacsy@khem.gov.hu

National Contact Point - IEE NCP Slovakia
Mr. Andrej ESTVANIK

Ministry of Economy SR

Tel.: +421 2 4854 1941

E-mail: estvanik@mbhsr.sk

Mr. Pavel STARINSKY

Slovak Innovation and Energy Agency (SIEA)
Tel.: +421 2 58248 205

Fax: +421 2 53421 019

E-mail: pavel.starinsky @siea.gov.sk

2.1.3 Eurostars

www.sme-husk.eu

Eurostars is a newly formed research and development program of the European Union, which was
established as a joint activity of the EUREKA programme direction and 7th EU Framework
Programme "Support for research and development in small and medium-sized enterprises".

Eurostars program is the first European funding and support programs specifically aimed at SMEs.
The program provides support and funding to SMEs in order to motivate them to rise to international
projects for research and innovation. Assessment of project is ensured by the EUREKA Secretariat

based in Brussels.

Main aim of the calls is to provide non-repayable financial contribution to research-oriented SMEs
for implememntation of the Eurostars projects, successfully evaluated by the EUREKA Secretariat.

Link: www.eurostars-eureka.eu

Contacts:

Ms. Szonja CSUZDI

National Project Coordinator

National Office for Research and Technology (NKTH)
Address: Neumann Janos str. 1/c, H - 1117 Budapest
Tel.: +36 1 484 25 60

Fax: +361 318 43 08

E-mail: szonja.csuzdi@nkth.gov.hu

Mr. Gabor SZUDI

Project Officer

National Office for Research and Technology (NKTH)
Address: Neumann Janos str. 1/c, H - 1117 Budapest
Tel.: +36-1-484-2524

E-mail: gabor.szudi@nkth.gov.hu

13
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Mr. Robert HAJDUK

National Project Coordinator

Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic
Address: Stromova 1, SK - 813 30 Bratislava 1
E-mail: robert.hajduk@minedu.sk

Mrs. Jaroslava KOVACOVA

Project Officer

Ministry of Education

Address: Stromova 1, SK - 813 30 Bratislava 1
Tel.: +421 2 591 026 18

Fax: +421 2 591 026 20

E-mail: jaroslava.kovacova@minedu.sk

2.1.4 LIFE+

This programme is divided into three strands:
= Nature and Biodiversity
=  Environment Policy and Governance
= Information and Communication

The budget foreseen for LIFE+ is €2.1 billion for the period 2007-2013. SMEs may be able to access
LIFE+ funds, both from the part managed centrally by the European Commission and from that
managed by national agencies.

For other environment-related sources of funding, please refer to the web pages of the Environment
Directorate-General: ec.europa.eu/environment/funding/intro_en.htm

Link: ec.europa.eu/environment/life/

Contacts:

Ministry for Environment and Water

Mr. Gabor KUNFALVI

Development Directorate

Address: PO Box 351, H - 1394 Budapest

Tel.: +36 22491 20

E-mail: life@kvvmfi.hu, kunfalvi.gabor@kvvmfi.hu
Web: www.fi.kvwm.hu/bm/life

Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic
Department of Project Management

The Division of Environmental Programmes and Projects
Mrs. Silvia HALKOVA

Address: Namestie L. Stura 1, SK - 81235 Bratislava

Tel.: +421 2 5956 2400

Fax: +421 2 5956 2511

E-mail: halkova.silvia@enviro.gov.sk

Web: www.enviro.gov.sk/

14
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2.1.5 Marco Polo i

The Marco Polo Programme aims to reduce road congestion, to improve the environmental
performance of the freight transport system within the Community and to enhance intermodality,
thereby contributing to an efficient and sustainable transport system. To achieve this objective,

the Programme support actions in freight transport, logistics and other relevant markets, including
motorways of the sea and traffic avoidance measures. The programme has a budget of €450 million
for the period 2007-2013.

For more information on European Energy and Transport policy, please consult the web site of
the Energy and Transport DG: ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy_transport/index_en.html

Link: ec.europa.eu/transport/marcopolo/index_en.htm

2.1.6 Lifelong Learning Programme (LLP)

The Integrated Action Programme in Lifelong Learning for the 2007-2013 period covers four specific
programmes: COMENIUS for general education activities concerning schools up to the end of

the upper secondary level; ERASMUS for education and advanced training activities at a higher
education level; LEONARDO DA VINCI for all other aspects of vocational education and training;

and GRUNDTVIG for adult education. The LEONARDO DA VINCI programme is of most direct
relevance to enterprises, since it supports innovative trans-national initiatives for promoting

the knowledge, aptitudes and skills necessary for successful integration into working life and the full
exercise of citizenship.

Link: ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-programme/doc78_en.htm

Contacts:

Tempus Public Foundation

Address: Lényay utca 31, H - 1093 Budapest

postal address : POB 508, H-1438 Budapest

Tel.: (36) 1237 1300

Fax: (36) 123913 29

E-mail: info@tpf.hu

Web: www.tka.hu, www.tpf.hu, www.studyinhungary.hu

SAAIC - National Agency of the Lifelong Learning Programme
Mrs. Irena FONODOVA (director)

Address: Svoradova 1, SK - 811 03 Bratislava

Tel.: +421 2 209 222 01

E-mail: llp@saaic.sk

Web: www.saaic.sk

2.2 European Territorial Co-operation Programmes (ERDF)

2.2.1 Cross-border Co-operation Programmes

Programmes oriented on co-operation in border regions and the wider background of the member
countries are important many years in EU. In 2007-2013, Slovakia will have 5 CBC (Cross-border
co-operation) programmes along its borders - 4 at the inner boundary and 1 on the outside boudary.
Transnational co-operation will cover the two other programmes - Central Europe 2007-2013

15
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and South-East Europe 2007-2013. For European interregional co-operation, there is INTERREG IVC
programme. Asistent programme will be INTERACT Il. [6]

2.2.1.1 Hungary-Slovakia Cross-border Co-operation Programme 2007-2013 (HU-SK CBC
Programme) [7]

Programming period: 2007-2013

Responsibility for implementation: National development agency of Hungary (management
authority), Ministry of Construction and Regional Development of the Slovak Republic, VATI
(Hungarian Public Nonprofit Limited Liability Company for regional Development and Town
Planning), Joint technical secretariat for Hungary-Slovakia Cross-border Co-operation Programme
2007-2013.

Budget: To support projects in the HU-SK CBC Programme 175.6 mil. EUR were allocated from ERFD
for the period 2007-2013. ERDF support for Slovak and Hungarian applicants may be up to 85% of
the total eligible project expenditures.

Programme description: The HU-SK CBC Cross-border co-operation programme, as the next
generation of funding from the Structural Funds in the new programming period 2007-2013, entered
into force on 20 December 2007 when it was approved by the European Commission decision

Nr. C/2007/6488. The programme replaces a previous Neighborhood Programme of Hungary —
Slovakia — Ukraine 2004-2006 implemented within the Initiative of INTERREG Community.

"Building partnerships ..."

The mission of the programme is to enhance the integration of the Hungary-Slovakia border area
in the field of economic and social co-operation, co-operation in environmental protection, taking
care of natural environment and availability. With the use of EU funds, the programme seeks

to strengthen the joint local and regional co-operation initiatives on the both sides of national
borders.

European territorial co-operation replaced the INTERREG Community initiative in the programming
period 2007-2013 and reinforces the importance of regional co-operation encouragement as part
of the cohesion policy of the European Union (EU).

In accordance with Article 3 of Council Regulation (EC) Nr. 1083/2006 laying down general provisions
on the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), European Social Fund (ESF) and Cohesion Fund
(CF) the support of the European Regional Development Fund (under Objective Nr. 3) is provided

in the areas of support aimed at three main forms of co-operation :

= The development of cross-border economic, social and environmental initiatives through
joint strategies for sustainable territorial development

= Strengthening the transnational co-operation through actions related to the priorities
of the European Community and conducive to integrated territorial development

= Strengthening the effectiveness of regional policy by promoting the co-operation
and exchange of know-how between regions at the local level.

Cross-border co-operation is under the objective of the European territorial co-operation
implemented through operational programmes aimed at the internal borders of the European Union
in particular covering the following areas:

= Support for entreprising, in particular the development of small and medium enterprises,
tourism, culture and cross-border trade

16
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=  Promoting and improving the joint protection and care of natural environment and cultural
heritage as well as prevention of natural and technological hazards

= Supporting links between urban and rural areas

= Reducing the isolation through improved access to traffic, information and communication
networks and services, as well as cross-border water, waste and energy systems
and equipment

= The development of co-operation, capacity building and sharing of infrastructure, particularly
in healthcare, culture, tourism and education.

Link: www.husk-cbc.eu

Contacts:

National development agency NDA

Address: Wesselényi utca 20-22, H - 1077 Budapest
E-mail: nfu@meh.hu

Infoline: 06 40 638-638 (not available from abroad)
Web: www.nfu.hu

Ministry of Construction and Regional Development of Slovak Republic
Address: Prievozska 2/B, SK - 825 25 Bratislava 26

Tel.: +421 (0) 2 583 17 111

E-mail: informacie@build.gov.sk

Web: www.build.gov.sk/mvrrsr/index.php

VATI Hungarian Public Nonprofit Limited Company for regional Development and Town planning
Secretariat of Regional Development Programme

Mrs. Klementina HODODI

Address: Gellérthegy u. 30-32., H - 1016 Budapest

Tel.: (+36 1) 224 32 82

Web: www.vati.hu

2.2.1.2 Hungary-Slovakia-Romania-Ukraine ENPI Cross-border Co-operation Programme 2007-
2013

Programming period: 2007-2013

Responsibility for implementation: Hungarian National Development Agency (acting in the role
of the Management Authority) in collaboration with the Ministry of Construction and Regional
Development of the Slovak Republic, Ministry of Regional Development and Housing of Romania
and the Ministry of Economy of Ukraine (acting in the role of national authorities), Joint Technical
Secretariat (VATI Nonprofit Kft.)

Budget: 68.638.283 €

Programme description: The overall aim of the Programme is to promote activities with the support
of the European Union which will lead to a more intense and deeper social and economic
co-operation between regions of Ukraine and regions of Member States sharing common border.
The Programme entered into force on 23 September 2008, after the approval of the European
Commission.
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The Programme offers a wide range of opportunities to the potential Beneficiaries through the four
priorities - Economic and social development, Enhance environmental qualities, Increase border
efficiency and Support people to people co-operation.

Link: www.huskroua-cbc.net

Contact:

Joint technical secretariat

VATI Nonprofit Kft.

Mr. Andras BARANYI dr.

Head of Joint technical secretatiat

Address: Gellérthegy u. 30-32., H - 1016 Budapest
E-mail: info@huskroua-cbc.net

Tel.: +36 1 224 3294

Fax: +36 1224 3291

Web: www.vati.hu/

2.2.2 Trans-national territorial co-operation programmes

2.2.2.1 Central Europe
Programming period: 2007-2013

Responsibility for implementation: Managing authority — Department for EU-Strategy and Economic
Development, Vienna

Budget: 231 mil. EUR

Programme description: Programme Central Europe / Central Europe 2007-2013 is the successor
to the Interreg-B (in the case of Slovakia, the Interreg Il B - CADSES) from 2000-2006. It focuses
on cooperative partnership projects in the region: Austria, Czech Republic, Germany (Lénder lying
at the eastern border of Germany), Italy (northern regions), Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia.

CENTRAL EUROPE is a European Union programme that encourages co-operation among
the countries of Central Europe to improve innovation, accessibility and the environment and
to enhance the competitiveness and attractiveness of their cities and regions.

CENTRAL EUROPE invests €231 million to provide funding to transnational co-operation projects
involving public and private organisations from Austria, the Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, Italy,
Poland, Slovak Republic and Slovenia.

The programme is financed by the European Regional Development Fund and runs from 2007
to 2013. Interested partnerships are invited to propose their projects following public calls for
proposals, which will be widely publicised.

Link: www.central2013.eu/
Contacts on managing authorities:

Department for EU-Strategy and Economic Development, City of Vienna
Address: Schlesingerplatz 2-4, A-1080 Vienna, Austria

Mr. Walther STOCKL
Head of Unit

Tel.: +43 (0) 1 4000 27002
Fax: +43 (0) 1 4000 7215
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E-mail: walther.stoeckl@wien.gv.at

Mr. Christiane BREZNIK

Tel.: +43 (0) 1 4000 - 27060

Fax: +43 (0) 1 4000 7215

E-mail: christiane.breznik@wien.gv.at
Mrs. Petra SCHREY

Tel.: +43 (0) 1 4000 - 27066

Fax: +43 (0) 1 4000 7215

E-mail: petra.schrey@wien.gv.at

Contact on Joint technical secretariat:

CENTRAL EUROPE Programme

Joint Technical Secretariat

Address: Museumstrasse 3/A/lll, A - 1070 Vienna
Tel.: +43 (0) 14000 - 76142

Fax: +43 (0) 1 4000 - 9976141

E-mail: info@central2013.eu

Web: www.central2013.eu

2.2.2.2 South-East Europe
Programming period: 2007-2013

Responsibility for implementation: Monitoring committee, Managing authority, Certifying authority,
Audit authority, Joint technical secretariat, Contact points, National coordination.

Budget: 206 mil. EUR

Programme description: Programme South-East Europe 2007-2013 is the successor to the B-Interreg
2000-2006. It focuses on cooperative partnership projects in the region: Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Macedonia, Croatia, Greece, Macedonia, Hungary, Italy (Lombardia, Prov. Autonoma
Bolzano / Bozen, Prov. Autonoma Trento, Veneto, Friuli-Venezia - Giulia, Emilia Romagna, Umbria,
Marche, Abruzzo, Molise, Basilicata, Puglia), Moldova, Austria, Slovakia, Slovenia, Serbia, Ukraine
(Chernivetska province, Ilvano-Frankiviska province, Transcarpathia province, Odessa province).

Link: www.southeast-europe.net/hu

Contacts on national contact points:

VATI

Public Company for Regional Development and Town Planning Hungary
Mr. Béla HEGYESI

Address: Gellérthegy u. 30-32., H - 1016 Budapest

Mobile: +36 30 475 8573

Tel.: +361 2243274

Fax: +36 1224 3291

E-mail: hegyesi@vati.hu

Web: www.vati.hu/

Ministry of Environment of Slovak Republic

Mr. Peter JANY
Address: Nam. L. Stura 1, SK - 81235 Bratislava
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Tel.: + 421 2 5956 2664
E-mail: peter.jany@enviro.gov.sk
Web: www.enviro.gov.sk/servlets/page/868?c_id=5508

Programme management contacts:

Managing authority

National Development Agency

Authority for International Cooperation Programmes
Address: Wesselényi u. 20-22, H - 1077 Budapest
Web: www.nfu.hu

Joint technical secretatiat

VATI

Address: Gellérthegy u. 30-32, H - 1016 - Budapest
Tel.: +36 1 224 3180

Fax: +36 1224 3129

E-mail: jts@southeast-europe.net

2.2.3 Interregional programmes

2.2.3.1 InterreglIVC
Programming period: 21 September 2007- 2013

Responsibillity for implementation: The Managing Authority of INTERREG IVC is the Conseil Régional
Nord-Pas de Calais, Lille, France. The Joint Technical Secretariat is based in Lille, France. In addition,
four Information Points will support the JTS and will deliver information and technical advice

to applicants. They are based in Katowice (Poland), Lille (France), Rostock (Germany) and Valencia
(Spain). However, all project proposals will have to be submitted to the JTS in Lille.

Budget: The total ERDF budget available for commitments to operations during the period 2007
to 2013 amounts to 302 million EUR, which will be matched with national co-financing. In addition,
2.7 million EUR are available for the participation of Norwegian partners.

Programme despcription: The INTERREG IVC Programme is part of the European Territorial
Cooperation Objective of the Structural Fund policies for the period 2007-2013. It aims, by means
of interregional cooperation, to improve the effectiveness of regional development policies

and contribute to economic modernisation and increased competitiveness of Europe, by:

= Enabling local and regional actors across the EU to exchange their experiences
and knowledge;

=  Matching regions less experienced in a certain policy field with more advanced regions;

= Ensuring the transfer of good practices into Structural Funds mainstream programmes.

INTERREG IVC follows on from the INTERREG IIIC Programme that ran from 2002-2007.

The programme is organised around two thematic priorities related to the Lisbon and Gothenburg
agendas. A certain number of sub-themes are defined for each of the priorities:

Priority 1: Innovation and the knowledge economy
= innovation, research and technology development;

= entrepreneurship and SMEs;
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= the information society;

= employment, human capital and education.

Priority 2: Environment and risk prevention
= natural and technological risks including climate change;
= water management;
= waste prevention and management;
= biodiversity and preservation of natural heritage including air quality;

= energy and sustainable transport;

cultural heritage and landscape.

INTERREG IVC projects have to involve partners who represent at least three countries, from which
at least two partners must be from EU Member States and financed under the INTERREG IVC
programme.

As the INTERREG IVC programme is the only cooperation programme covering the whole Europe, it is
recommended that partnerships cover a wide EU area. In particular, the geographical coverage
should in principle go much beyond cross-border or transnational cooperation programmes.

INTERREG IVC is a programme dedicated to public authorities (in particular regional and local
authorities) and to bodies governed by public law. Due to the strategic approach of the INTERREG IVC
programme, regional and local public authorities represent the main target group of the Programme.

Link: www.interreg4c.net

Contact on Joint technical secretariat:

Mr. Michel LAMBLIN (Programme Director)

Address: Les Arcuriales - Entrée D, 5e étage, 45 rue de Tournai, F - 59000 Lille
Tel.: +33 328 144 100

Fax: +33 328 144 109

E-mail: michel.lamblin@interregdc.eu

E-mail: info@interregéc.eu
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3 Supporting organizations

3.1 Regional advisory, information and innovation support centres

3.1.1 Hungarian Foundation for Enterprise Promotion

The Hungarian Foundation for Enterprise Promotion (MVA) is an independent organization
established in 1990 with the intent to encourage the formation and development of small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in Hungary.

Acting as a service provider the overall objective of the MVA is to promote, through various services,
the development of the Hungarian SMEs, a sector of particular importance in terms of social and
economic policy.

Services are offered to start-up micro enterprises as well as SMEs, which are capable of gaining
strength and financial standing in the marketplace.

Contact:

Address: H-1037 Budapest Szépvolgyi ut 135.
Correspondence address: Pf.: 4., H-1277 Budapest
Tel.: +36 1 883-08-00

Fax: +36 1 481 4601

E-mail: info@mva.hu

Web: http://www.mva.hu/english.php

3.1.1.1 Enterprise Development Foundation in Gy6r-Moson-Sopron County
Contact:

Address: Czuczor Gergely u. 30., H-9022 GyG6r
Tel.:+36 (96) 316-188
Fax: +36 (96)511-124

3.1.1.2 Enterprise Development Foundation in Komarom-Esztergom County
Contact:

Address: F6 tér 4., Tatabanya
Tel./Fax: 06-34-311-662
E-mail: info@kem-hvk.hu

3.1.1.3 Enterprise Development Foundation in Pest County
Contact:

Address: Pater K. u. 1 Kollégiumok F. éplilet, H-2103 Godollé
Tel.: +36 28 522 918
Fax: +36 28 416 348
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3.1.1.4 Enterprise Development Foundation in Budapest
Contact:

Address: Rakdczi ut 18., H-1072 Budapest
Tel.: +36 1 269 6869

Fax: +36 1 268 1800

E-mail:info@bvk.hu

3.1.1.5 Enterprise Development Foundation in Négrad County
Contact:

Address: Martirok ut 1., H-3100 Salgdtarjan
Tel.: 32/520-300

Fax: 32/520-304

E-mail: info@nmrva.hu

3.1.1.6 Enterprise Development Foundation in Heves County
Contact:

Address: Bartakovics ut 36. 1/1, H-3300 Eger
Tel.: +36-36-410-724

Fax: +36-36-413-265

E-mail: info@hmvk.hu

3.1.1.7 Enterprise Development Foundation in Borsod-Abatj-Zemplén County
Contact:

Address: Gorgey A. u. 5, H-3530 Miskolc
Tel.: (+36) 46 351 266; 354 522

Fax: (+36) 46 351 217

E-mail: rvk@hu.inter.net

3.1.1.8 Enterprise Development Foundation in Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg County
Contact:

Address: Vaci M. u. 41., H-4400 Nyiregyhdza
Tel.: 42/502-101, 502-111;

Fax: 42/502-102

E-mail: nyirinku@nyirinku.hu

3.1.2 CHIC Central Hungarian Innovation Centre

The Central Hungarian Innovation Centre is located in the Budaérs Industrial and Technology Park,
housing more than 200 small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) and offers a modern
infrastructure for business development service providers re-locating their premises. The innovation
centre is mostly financed by private investors. Through its activities, the centre aims to increase the
competitiveness of the SMEs of the Central Hungarian Region. With its services it also intends to
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contribute to the development of the technology standards of SMEs and promote entrepreneurship,
as well as aid up-to-date product development and project management methods.

Contact:

Web: www.chic.hu/index.php?p=1&conid=1

3.1.3 INNOSTART National Business and Innovation Center

INNOSTART was established in 1994, with considerable support from the EU PHARE Program, on the
model of Business and Innovation Centres (BICs). Since its creation, the foundation has been a full
member of EBN - the European Network of BICs, which comprises of over 160 members from 21 EU
Member States - and of the Hungarian Association for Innovation.

As part of the European enterprise development network, it has played a decisive role in the
promotion and diffusion of BIC know-how and methodology in Hungary.

As an accelerator of innovation, INNOSTART participated in the development of the innovation
strategy of the Central Hungarian Region and is a founding member of the Regional Innovation
Agency (RIA).

MISSION, VISION

The mission of INNOSTART is to identify promising innovative ideas and to back the achievement and
market exploitation of innovative enterprises. The organization utilizes its experience and expertise
to provide a favourable infrastructure and a creative environment through the services of its
innovation park. The primary vision of INNOSTART is to strengthen its role as a bridging institution,
relying on its proven operational methodology, to identify the key problematic areas and to define
complex solutions to innovative companies and decision makers. In this role, INNOSTART acts as a
facilitator of growth, promoting innovation and sustainable business development.

NETWORKING, NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Within the frame of national and international projects, INNOSTART builds and strengthens local,
regional, national and international relations between the players of the innovation chain.

The services of the organization, promoting innovative developments, are primarily targeted at
micro-, small and medium enterprises, especially in the renewable energy, biotechnology, ICT,
creative industry and environmental sectors. Apart from this, INNOSTART is engaged in active
collaboration with other organizations and institutions involved in R&D and technology transfer
(universities, research institutes, industrial parks, incubators, innovation centres).

VIRTUAL INCUBATION, PHYSICAL INCUBATION, INNOVATION PARK

INNOSTART manages and operates a 6000 m? Innovation Park with 50-60 micro- and small
enterprises. It offers effective and comprehensive services for the establishment of innovative
companies and for the development of their competitiveness. Relying on its expert pool it provides
complex mentoring so that newly established innovative enterprises can successfully develop
services and products for the national and international markets. INNOSTART offers virtual and
physical incubation and assistance in the identification of financing sources and opportunities to
enhance the growth potential of early stage companies so that they can become the generators of
innovation, wealth and employment.

Contact:
Web: english.innostart.hu
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3.1.4 Hungarian Science and Technology Foundation

The Hungarian Science and Technology Foundation (TETALAP) was founded in 1994 by the Hungarian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Since 1998, the Foundation has been operating as a public benefit
organisation.

The aim of TETALAP is to assist scientific, research and development activities by supporting various
forms of national and international scientific and technological cooperation; to contribute to
sustaining and developing the international relations of the Hungarian R&D community and widen
the international cooperation activities in research and development of Hungarian research centres,
universities and Small and Medium Size Enterprises (SME).

Contact:

Web: www.tetalap.hu/en.html

3.1.5 INNONET Centre of Innovation and Technology (Hungary)

INNONET works is based on the firm belief that long term socio-economic benefits of innovation
processes significantly exceed the earnings of individual companies participating in them. Committed
to this observation, INNONET was established as a non-profit organization to aid innovative small and
medium enterprises and thus foster the development of the West-Transdanubian Region.

INNONET'S PRIORITY BUSINESS FIELDS

Offering office and workshop space for innovative enterprises at a reduced rate. Rental in their
building is bundled with many additional free services for their tenants (including availability of
discussion rooms, event organization support, copiers etc.).

Acting to identify new ideas and innovation challenges; framing and management of innovation
projects on regional and trans-regional (cross-border) level.

INNONET'S TARGET GROUPS

= Companies (mainly Start Ups) with a strong technology focus, specialized know-how and high
growth potential (Supported by basic office and IT services to aid their management to focus
on core business activity).

= Small enterprises (including Spin-offs) ready to participate in supplier chains (becoming
partners of TIER I-Il companies etc.) or act as project partners in research cooperation.
(Supported by additional advice regarding available funding, application procedures and
project management).

Contact:

Web: www.innonet.hu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=165&Itemid=80

3.1.5.1 Regional Innovation Agencies

With enhancing innovation activity the Agencies contribute to increasing the competitiveness of
micro-, small and medium enterprises. During the implementation of the project, the Agencies
support the region so as to fall into line with the other Hungarian and European regions in the field of
innovation and innovation systems.

GENERAL OBJECTIVES
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= Renew and increase the knowledge based innovation capacity of the region
= Develop the region's competitiveness on the basis of R&D and innovation

=  Enhance competitiveness of SMEs

CONCRETE OBJECTIVES
= Develop innovation-supporting environment
= Improve the region's knowledge base, encourage spreading knowledge
= Develop and improve the region's innovation services

= Strengthen the region's innovation network

Contacts:
South-Plain Regional Innovation Agency

Web: www.del-alfold.hu/index.php?menu_id=1&content_id=92&act=1

South Transdanubian Regional Innovation Agency

Web: www.deldunantul.com/en

North-Plain Regional Innovation Agency

Web: www.eszakalfold.hu/hirek.php?hirek&menu=2&index

North Hungarian Regional Innovation Agency

Web: www.norda.hu/

Regional Innovation Agency of Central Hungary

Web: www.proregio.hu/eindex.html

West Pannon Regional Innovation Agency

Web: www.westpa.hu/cgi-bin/westpa/index.cgi

Central Transdanubian Regional Innovation Agency

Web: www.kdrfu.hu/index.php?fid=311701&tipus=11

3.1.6 Regional Advisory and Information Centres (RAIC) in Slovakia [3]

Regional advisory and information centres (RAIC) are non-profit organisations founded

on the partnership bases between public and private sectors as independent regional associations
of legal entities. Centres provide complex counselling, information and training services, especially
for:

= starting entrepreneurs as founders of SMEs mainly from the group of unemployed who are
interested in the realization of their business ideas,

= for existing SMEs that need to solve their business problems, i.e. that are interested
to broaden the scope of their business activity.
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RAICs are reliable partners to entrepreneurs when solving their business problems because they:

= assess opportunities and risks of the realization of a business idea,
= elaborate a business plan accepted by financial institutions as well as by foreign funds
for the support of SMEs,
= provide advice and information,needed for the set up and successful development
of an enterprise, from the following areas:
0 management
0 marketing
0 taxes
0 accounting
0 legislation, legal rules
= conduct search for a suitable co-operation partner, mainly from abroad,
= organise the participation of companies at commercial exhibitions,
= organise complex training and counselling programmes for the founders of SMEs from
the group of unemployed in co-operation with Slovak CEPAK Association managed by job
centres,
= carry out expert seminars for existing entrepreneurs with focus on key business areas
and current topics,
= provide expert advice on projects of regional development.

3.1.6.1 Regional Advisory and Information Center in Bratislava
Activity: The Center provides only rent space incubator.
Contact:

Mr. Karol FRANCE

Address: Skultétyho 1, SK - 832 27 Bratislava 1
Tel.: +421-2-50 22 44 14

Mobile: 0903 393 649

E-mail: bicob@bicbb.sk

3.1.6.2 Regional Advisory and Information Centre Dunajska Streda

Activity: RAIC Dunajska Streda provides comprehensive advisory services for the selected group (SG)
interested in entrepreneurship and for micro, small and medium-sized enterprises:

= Business advice

= Development of a business plan;

=  Consulting to business plan;

=  Micro-loan Programme

=  Financial advice;

= Ensure the service tax consultant, lawyer, auditor.

The RAIC Dunajska Streda supports small and medium enterprises (SMEs), including:

= |nitiation, stimulation and stabilization of the new and existing SMEs of Zitny ostrov locality,
= Development and implementation of strategic plans and projects towards the economic
revival of the region.

Contact:
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Mr. Juraj FEKETE

Address: Kukucinova 459/18, SK - 929 01 Dunajska Streda 1
Tel.: +421-31-550 35 02, 552 96 39

E-mail: rpicds@nextra.sk

Web: www.rpicds.sk/

3.1.6.3 Regional Advisory and Information Centre Komarno
Contact:

Mrs. Zuzana SZABOOVA

Address: Zahradnicka 15, SK - 945 01 Komarno 1
Tel.: +421-35-770 19 38

E-mail: @ rpic.kn nextra.sk

Web: www.rpickn.sk/index.php?page=0_Nas

3.1.6.4 Regional advisory and Information Centre Kosice

Activity: Regional Advisory and Information Centre Kosice (RAIC Kosice) is a non-profit organization
(an association of legal persons), established in 1994. The Center operates in a RAIC and BIC network
in Slovakia, together with the National Agency for Development of Small and Medium Enterprises

in Bratislava. The mission of the organization is to promote small and medium

enterprises in the region. Clients include both small and medium-sized enterprises, but also persons
interested in the business — even from the ranks of the unemployed who want to start up their own
business.

Kosice RAIC provides consulting and training services for SMEs, micro-loans for small businesses
and information about supporting programmes for SMEs from the state budget funds and PHARE
funds. In addition to these activities, the center staff participated in several projects aimed

at promoting of regional development and SMEs (PHARE, ECOS - Ouverture, TEMPUS). Since 2005,
centre is the part of a Pan-European information network of the European Commission — EUROPE
DIRECT, whose mission is to provide information about the European Union.

The staff of the center annually provides counseling services for hundreds of clients, assist
in preparing business plans for Labour offices, banks and grant programmes.

RAIC Kosice cooperates with several institutions, supporting the development of the region - KoSice
Self-government Region, labour offices in the city of Kosice and surroundings, Technical University,
Chamber of Commerce, local government and so on.

Contact:

Mr. Vladimir CIRBES

Address: Trieda SNP 48/A, SK - 042 11 KoSice 1
Tel. / Fax: +421-55-644 68 63

E-mail: rpicke@rpicke.sk

Web: www.rpicke.sk/

3.1.6.5 Regional Advisory and Information Centre Lu¢enec

Contact:
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Mr. Miroslav HASKO

Address: Nam. Republiky 8, SK - 984 01 Lucenec 1
Tel.: +421-47-433 39 41, 4333 086

E-mail: rpic.lc@stonline.sk

3.1.6.6 Regional Advisory and Information Centre Martin

Activity: RAIC Martin was founded 11th August 1992 as a joint initiative of regional institutions
of the European Community PHARE and private enterprises.

It was based on public-private partnerships to support small and medium enterprises in the regions
of Turiec, Orava, Liptov and Kysuce. The main mission is to provide advice, information, education
and all-embracing support for beginners as well as existing entrepreneurs, which is needed to start,
development or stabilization of the business activity.

Contact:

Mrs. Marta FLESKOVA

Address: Flamska 1, SK - 036 01 Martin 1
Tel.: +421-43-422 48 80, 422 48 82
E-mail: rpicmt@rpicmt.sk

Web: www.rpicmt.sk/

3.1.6.7 Regional Advisory and Information Centre Nitra

Activity: Regional Advisory and Information Centre for enterpriser in Nitra (RAIC Nitra) was
established in August 1992 as a non-profit organization to promote small and medium enterprises.
Its legal form is an association of legal persons.

The main thrust of the activities of the Centre is to promote the development of SMEs network
in Ponitrie region.

RAIC Nitra provides diversified services to unemployed citizens who want to be in the private sector
as small and medium enterprisers, as well as people who already run their own businesses.

RAIC Nitra offers the following programmes, services and information:

= Supporting Loan programme for small and medium enterprises

=  Micro-loan programme for small and medium enterprises

= Internet trading programme co-financed by PHARE fund

= Counselling in a field of taxes, accounting, law, start-up and operation of private companies
and commercial companies

=  Advice on management of small and medium enterprises, development of marketing studies
and business plans

= Information about national and international supporting programmes for small and medium
enterprises

=  Advice on foreign trade, assistance in finding business partners at home and abroad

= Courses and seminars for beginners and existing entrepreneurs

= Advising on development of the projects funded from pre-accession and structural funds
of European Union

Contact:

Mr. Dusan SLiZIK, CSc.
Address: Nabrezie mladezZe 1, SK - 949 01 NITRA
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Tel.: +421 37 77 22 400
E-mail: rpic@rpic.sk
Web: www.rpic.sk/

3.1.6.8 Regional Advisory and Information Centre Poprad

Activities: The mission of the RAIC Poprad is to promote its project partners representing the public
and private sector in joint efforts to implement positive changes in the economic potential

of the Tatras region in such a way that efforts to contribute for sustainable development in

the region and for the growth living standards for its residents.

Offer of the services:
Services for the public sector:

=  Working out of the local development strategies appropriately co-financed from public funds
and EU funds

= Educational services aimed at human resource development

= Consulting methodically focused on the project and financial management

Services for private sector:

= Founder's advice for entrepreneurs

= Development of a business plan

= Establishment of an optimal portfolio of the financial resources
= Consulting focused on project and financial management

Contact:

Mr. Peter LITAVEC

Address: Mnohelova 22, P. O. Box 36, SK - 058 01 Poprad
Tel.: +421-052 / 7721 320, 7895 161

E-mail: rpic@rpicpp.sk

Web: www.rpicpp.sk/

3.1.6.9 Regional Advisory and Information Centre PovaZska Bystrica

Activity: RAIC provides comprehensive advice, information and education services, especially for two
key groups of customers:

= for start-ups (as founders of new SMEs), especially from the ranks of the unemployed who
wish to implement their business idea.
= for existing small and medium enterprises that need to solve their business problems.

Services:
RAIC provides:

= consultancy services for starting and existing small and medium enterprises, tradesmen and
other self-employed persons in a department of marketing, law, management and
economics

= advising on setting up the companies and trades, building systems of quality
and environmental systems
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= working out of business plans or their parts as marketing plans, financial plans, organization
schemes and organizational systems, internal directions and other corporate documents,
regional development projects for cities and villages, projects for grant schemes

= appraisal of business plans and development projects (for loans) and Micro-loan scheme

= search for financial resources for business plans implementation. To achieve this goal RPIC
works closely with banks and financial funds

= provision of micro-loans from 30 000 to 1 500 000 Sk (995,82 to 16.596,96 EUR)
for tradesmen and small businesses that have more than 50 employees and micro-loan
for small businesses in rural areas

= education for start-ups businessmen from the ranks of the unemployed, micro — loan
applicant, existing entrepreneurs and companies in marketing, economics, quality
management systems, environmental and integrated management systems

= intermediation of business contacts and cooperation between Slovak and foreign firms

= information about grant schemes to support development of small and medium enterprises
and help with use of these schemes

Contact:

Mr. Joseph HOSMA)

Address: M.R. Stefanik 157/45, SK - 017 01 Povazska Bystrica 1
Tel.: +421-42-432 55 54, 432 55 53

E-mail: rpicpb@nextra.sk

Web: www.rpicpb.sk

3.1.6.10 Regional Advisory and Information Centre Presov

Activity: Regional Advisory and Information Centre Presov (RAIC Presov) as an independent
organisation of non profit character creates the conditions for the development of small and medium
sized enterprises as an important factor of the regional development. It provides its services to its
clients to develop the region from the socio-economical point of view as well as to integrate

the region into European economic structures.

RAIC Presov was established in 1993, during the years 1999 - 2007 it hosted the Euro Info Centre
(the centre for the business support established by the DG Enterprise and Industry of European
Commission), from 2008 is the member of Enterprise Europe Network (business support network
for entrepreneurship and innovations established by the European Commision — DG for Enterprise
and Industry). From 2004 RAIC Presov runs Technology Incubator Centre.

From its establishement the Centre provides its services mainly to small and medium sized
entreprises from Presov and Kosice region (Eastern part of Slovakia).

The target groups of the Centre are moreover the following ones:

= entrepreneurs including business start-ups,

= people interested in starting up a business,

= other business support centres for entrepreneurs,

=  students,

= training and educational institutions,

= state, regional and local government and self-government.

Contact:

Mr. Rastislav TKAC (director of RPIC Pre$ov)
Address: RPIC Presov, Reimanova 9, SK - 080 01 PreSov
Tel.: 051 / 75 60 380 (recepcia)
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E-mail: rpic@rpicpo.sk
Web: www.rpicpo.sk

3.1.6.11 Regional Advisory and Information Centre Roznava

Activities: Provides direct and indirect support, counseling and longterm diligence for existing
and newly established small and medium-sized enterprises.

Regional Advisory and Information Centre Roznava (RAIC Roznava), as the association of legal
entities, while independent and non-profit organization, creates conditions for the development

of small and medium enterprises as an important factor for regional development. RAIC provides its
services and assistance to clients in order to the socio-economic development in the region

of the RoZiiava, democratization of the society in the region and integration into European economic
structures.

Own work of RAIC Roznava was launched with the project "Building a business incubator in RozZfiava"
in January 2003, but it launched its practical operation in the provision of counselling and services for
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) only in September 2003.

RAIC RoZiava provides (within the services provided to small and medium-sized enterprises)
the following types of services:

= Advice
=  Education
= E-learning
=  Financial services
0 Micro-loan Programme
0 Fund of Funds (www.fondfondov.sk/)
0 Development of a venture capital (www.saef.sk/)

Counseling, information and education services are provided by RAIC Roznava within the partial
programme of Ministry of Economy under the Governmental Resolution No. 779/2000 and under
the Act no. 231/1999 Z.z. About state aid for small and medium enterprises. Executor of the scheme
of support programmes is NADSME.

Contact:

Mr. Karol GOGOLAK

Address: Zakarpadskd 19, SK - 048 01 RozZrava
Tel.: +421-58-788 06 01

E-mail: rpicrv@rpicrv.sk

Web: www.rpicrv.sk

3.1.6.12 Regional Advisory and Information Centre Trebisov

Activity: Regional Advisory and Information Centre Trebisov and its organizational unity EUROPE
DIRECT, as an independent and non-profit organization, creates conditions for the development
of small and medium enterprises as an important factor for regional development.

RAIC provides its services and assistance to clients for the socio-economic development of the
region, democratization of a society in the region and integration into European economic structures.

RAIC informs entrepreneurs about the latest economic trends, legislation modification and changes
in Slovakia, and thus creates a clear image about business opportunities in Slovakia.
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RAIC informs about the latest European Union programmes and initiatives to promote small
and medium enterprises, about new opportunities and overall happening in foreign markets.

RAIC advises the fledgling enterprisers in terms of the legal nature of business, registration
procedures, processing of the business idea into a business plan, the possibilities of obtaining
the initial capital etc. RAIC immediates a suitable a professional adviser for solution of specific
business problem.

It advises in all areas in which measures of the European Union have an impact on the development
of trade and business, whether concerned about legislative provisions, the basic customs laws or
norms and standards applicable within the European Union.

RAIC educates potential and existing entrepreneurs with the aim of acquiring basic management
skills and gain the necessary knowledge to conduct their own business. RAIC organizes seminars and
workshops, in which enterpreuers are informed about the latest trends and business conditions, in
particular on foreign markets.

RAIC provides funding of viable projects of small and medium businesses to start, respectively

to develop their business activities within the socio-economic development of TrebiSov region

by domestic and foreign funds, especially from the European Union.

RAIC mediates a suitable business partner, records demand and supply, publishes, and thus creates
the preconditions for new operations.

RAIC cooperates with institutions supporting small and medium enterprises and regional
development in Slovakia and abroad as well as the network of Euro Info Centers established
by the European Commission and operating in 37 countries.

RAIC implements projects to support business in cooperation with Slovak and foreign entities

in particular. For example, project "Technology incubator" for innovative companies, the project
"Strengthening the organization and promotion of crafts in the Carpathian Euroregion," project
"Support of exports of Slovak companies, etc.

Contact:

Mr. Jan PETR

Address: M.R. Stefanik, complex Berehovo, SK - 075 01 Trebisov 1
Tel.: +421-56-668 13 60 - 2

Fax: +421-56-672 57 11

E-mail: rpic@rpic.tv

Web: www.rpic.tv/web/rpic/index.php

3.1.6.13 Regional Advisory and Information Center Trencin

RAIC Trencin was founded 15th July 1993 by the decision of the representatives of private and public
sectors to promote economic development at regional level through the development of small
and medium enterprises.

RAIC Trencin is a non-profit institution - a regional association of legal persons.

RAIC Trencin is financially independent institution, producing its resources internally. In cooperation
with the Ministry of Economy and NADSME implements a number of subsidized services in a field of
consulting, education and financial services.

RAIC Trencin provides comprehensive range of advisory and information services to existing small
and medium businesses, who need to solve their business problems, respectively are interested

in expanding their business as well as counseling - information services and educational programmes
for those interested in entrepreneurship.
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RAIC Trencin provides:

= Business consultancy

= Current business information

= Trade exhibitions

= Advising and processing of Phare projects for and State fund for SMEs

= Seminars and workshops for existing entrepreneurs focusing on key business fields (law,

management, finance, accounting, taxes, etc.).
= Educational programmes for those interested in business

RAIC Trencin supports economic growth of Slovakia's regions through regionally allocated capital
investments aimed at formation of joint ventures with foreign capital participation and enterprises

generating new jobs in strategically viable sectors of the economy of Slovakia.

Contact:

Mr. Jozef GERLICZY

Address: Opatovskd 23, SK-911 01 Trencin 1
Tel.: +421-32-744 25 09, +421-32-744 60 20
E-mail: rpictn@psg.sk

Web: www.rpictn.sk

3.1.6.14 Regional Advisory and Information Centre Zvolen
Contact:

Mr. Miroslav GREKCO

Address: Studentska 986/32, SK - 960 01 Zvolen 1
Tel.: ++421-45-532 16 46

Fax: ++421-45-532 16 47

E-mail: rpiczv@psgnetzv.sk

Web: www.podpora.sk

3.1.7 Business and Innovation Centre (BIC) Network in Slovakia [5]

Business innovation centres (BIC) are independent legal entities — private limited companies. Some
of the centres are members of the European Network of Innovation Centres (EBN) through which

they intermediate contacts with companies that operate within the network.
Among the basic services provided by BIC belong:

* implementation of Quality Management Systems (ISO 9000),

= technological and patent counselling,

= “due diligence” — assessment of projects for venture capital funding,
= “spin-off” counselling — cutting out the least effective operations from big companies,
= search for partners in a region or abroad,

= search for foreign sources when setting up joint ventures,

= elaboration of business and marketing plans,

= procession of applications for loans,

= accounting and economy,

= |egal, tax and customs counselling,

= accounting keeping.
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Apart from the provision of the above-mentioned services for entrepreneurs, they concentrate also
on the creation of business environment for enterprises bringing an innovative business prospectus —
brand new product, service or technology. Such enterprises are provided with a special care during
the period of 2-3 years. Among the services provided for clients with an innovative attitude belong:

= search for innovative projects (broker activity),
= elaboration of business prospectus and plan,

= economic and accounting counselling,

= counselling on a project funding,

=  contacts within the European Network of BIC,
= training,

= common participation at exhibitions,

= promotion and public relations,

® initiation of a mutual cooperation.

3.1.7.1 BIC Banska Bystrica

Activity: BIC Banska Bystrica s.r.o. is a company whose main mission is to accelerate the region's
economic development by encouraging enterprises and public sector. BIC Banska Bystrica started
operation in the field of counseling in 1994 and gradually expanded the extent of its services in a field
of education and building of quality management systems. Currently in Europe there is a whole
network of these centers, which are associated in the network of European Business and Innovation
Centre Network (EBN) and are considered a key element of regional development.

BIC Banska Bystrica s.r.o. is a member of the Association of advisory centres RAIC and BIC in Slovakia
and is working closely with the National Agency for Development of Small and Medium Enterprises
(NADSME).

BIC Banska Bystrica s.r.o. has built a quality management system according to 1ISO 9001:2000 for
the provision of a full range of business advisory and training services, which is tested by a reputable
international certification organization.

Contact:

Mr. Miroslav SIPIKAL, PhD.

Address: Rudohorska 33, SK - 974 11 Banska Bystrica 1
Tel.: 048/471 64 11

Fax: 048/471 64 14

E-mail: bicbb@bicbb.sk

Web: www.bicbb.sk

3.1.7.2 BIC Bratislava

Activity: The Business and Innovation Centre - BIC Bratislava Ltd. was established in 1991 as an
initiative of the European Commission - DG Regional Policy. The BIC Bratislava Ltd. became the first
full EBN member from the CEEC in 1992. We are a co-ordinator of the Enterprise Europe Network
representation in Slovakia and one of the co-founders of the SPICE (Science Parks and Innovation
Centre Expert) Group and of the Slovak Association of BICs and RAICs.
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The mission of BIC Bratislava is business and innovation consulting, transnational technology
transfer, financial consulting, regional development, support in the EU Programmes, project
management and investment consulting.

Contact:

Mr. Roman LINCZENYI

Address: Zochova 5, SK — 811 03 Bratislava
Tel.: +421 2 5441 7515

Fax: +421 2 5441 7522

Web: www.bic.sk

3.1.7.3 Cassovia BIC KoSice

Business and Innovation Centre Cassovia BIC s.r.0. was established with support from the city KoSice
to contribute to the development of entrepreneurial and innovative activities in the city of KoSice
and its region. BIC launched its work in August 1993.

The main objectives of the Centre:

= providing direct and indirect support to existing and newly established small and medium
enterprises

= providing of long term care for small and medium enterprises (consultation and counseling,
immediation of contacts)

=  building a functional system of direct subsidies for businesses in line with rules
and recommendations of the European Commission

= promotion of close cooperation with the city of Kosice and public institutions

=  support of the creation of business activities in accordance with the objectives and strategy
of regional development

= attending of regional development activities in collaboration with government and
municipalities

= support of the of new jobs creation, protecting of the existing jobs, reducing
of unemployment

= improvement of the overall quality of small and medium enterprises especially in terms
of degree of innovation and introduction of new technologies with the ultimate effect
of increasing the competitiveness of these businesses - promotion of the new technologies
transfer on the behalf of regional activities

®= improvement and greater efficiency of SMEs in a relation to the foreign trade and business
partners

Contact:

Mrs. Andrea HRABOVSKA

Address: Florianska 19, SK - 040 01 Kosice
Tel.: 055 -7279 101

Fax: 055 -7279 131

E-mail: bicke@bicke.sk

Web: www.bicke.sk

3.1.7.4 BIC Prievidza

Activity: The company was founded as a trading company - spol. s.r.o., with 97.36% share
of Prievidza city. The activity aims to prepare training and courses in the range of free trade, rental of
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real estate, providing a non-banking loan, training activities in the field of marketing, mediation of
business contacts and capital funds, automated data processing and information technology, design
and production of promotional and information materials; planning , establishment and operation of
business centres, business advice and care of newly created enterprises, accounting, information
security activities, know-how of any kind.

Contact:

Mr. Franti$ek VRTAK

Address: Hviezdoslavova 3, SK - 971 01 Prievidza 1
Tel.: 046-542 41 01, 542 56 96

Tel. / Fax: 046-542 67 33

E-mail: bicpd@bb.telecom.sk

3.1.7.5 BIC Spisska Nova Ves

Main activities: counselling, consulting, training and educational programmes, Micro-loan
programme, regional projects, preparation and processing of projects to call within grant schemes
and the Structural Funds, administration of the industrial park, rental of non - residential area, local
television broadcast and teletext, advertising.

Mission: a sustainable socio-economic development of the central Spis region through the support
of small and medium enterprises, preparing, processing and implementation of regional projects,
which lead to economic recovery in the central Spis region.

Contact:

Mrs. Katarina KROTAKOVA

Address: Zimna 72, SK - 052 01 Spisska Nova Ves 1
Tel. / fax: 053-442 62 54

E-mail: bicsnv@bicsnv.sk

Web: www.bicsnv.sk

3.2 Chambers of commerce and industry

3.2.1 Hungarian Association of Craftmen’s Corporations (HACC)

HACC IN SHORT

The largest national employer and professional organisation of Hungarian micro and small-sized
enterprises, and crafts. A total of 50,000 individual entrepreneurs and business companies, 200,000
employees, 6,000 apprentices, and 110,000 assisting family members.

MAJOR AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF HACC

= Protecting and enforcing the interests of micro and small-sized enterprises, and crafts;

= Creating the most appropriate economic environment for them and boosting their efficiency
in order to increase their competitiveness and market share, as well as providing them with
opportunities to get access to the most beneficial resources;

= Developing domestic service systems and operating them directly and through member
organisations (craftsmen's corporations and professional associations);

= Developing and operating an EU-compliant national IT and service system;
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Co-ordinating the professional pre- and further training of micro and small-sized enterprises,
and crafts at an EU level;

Co-ordinating and representing the international professional relationships and interests of
such enterprises, and assisting them in gaining access to foreign markets.

Contact:

Ipartestiiletek Orszdgos Szovetsége (IPOSZ)
Hungarian Association of Craftmen's Corporations
Address: Kadlman Imre u. 20., H-1054 Budapest
Tel.: +36 1354 31 50

+3613543151
+36 13543152

Fax: +36 1 269 29 57
Web: www.iposz.hu

3.2.2 Hungarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (HCCI)
THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF HCCI’S:

Decisive role in the economic policy, stronger trade promotion in the name of objectivity and
professionalism, keeping the chamber on a politically neutral trajectory;

Constructive dialogue with the government, setting up a new comprehensive government-
chamber cooperation agreement, and joint work with each Ministry, based on a planned
cooperation agreement;

Fostering the competitiveness and successful European Union integration of businesses,
setting up a Union-level lobbying activity;

More intensive participation in the process of law and decree making, starting from
participation in the workshop activities right down to making strong influence in the phase
when discussions are carried out within the Parliament;

Shaping and influencing the economic policy, by trade documents, economic surveys and
research activities;

Playing an outstanding role in setting up and running a training system corresponding to the
labour market requirements, further strengthening the special training missions, playing a
role in adult training, making an influence on tertiary education;

Strengthening the Chamber’s positions in tackling the tasks of regional development, playing
an active role in developing and starting the implementation of the National Development
Plan covering the EU budget period for 2007-2013;

Tasks related to developing and organising the economy

More active integration in trade development and in the state financed institutions for
encouraging investments, in addition to involving a broad range of entrepreneurs in the
programme;

Active participation in setting up and implementing economic development programmes
serving for the survival, strengthening and successful European integration of small and
medium enterprises;

As a foreign economy priority, intensively developing relations with the business world of
neighbouring countries, and active contribution to strengthening the economic region of the
Carpathian basin;

Contact:

Web: www.mkik.hu
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3.2.3 Slovak Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI)

Preparation of seminars, trade missions, business forums, trade fairs and exhibitions are SCCI
activities.

Slovak Chamber of Commerce provides services in the areas of international trade and certification
of documents, services in the ATA system, advisory-consulting services, education services,
organizing of trade missions, services in the field of information technology, advertising in OPH
magazine, editorial activities and discounts for SCCl members.

SCCI provides its activities through its sections and committees. Sections functioning within SCCI
include: Section of banks and insurance companies, Trade section, Energetics section, Section

of Tourism, Section of trade fairs and exhibitions, Logistics and forwarding section, Section

of refrigeration and air conditioning manufacturers technology, Section of non-metallic raw
materials, Capital equipment suppliers section, Section of textile, clothing, leather and footwear
industry, Section of manufacturing machinery and implements, Agro-food processing section,
Welding section, Environment section; Section of vocational, further and lifelong education, Section -
forests, wood, furniture; Research and Development section, Metallurgy and Services of Metallurgy
production section.

SCCl is operating through the following committees:

= The Committee for Legislation (Status of the Committee: Coordinating and initiative body of
the Slovak Chamber of Commerce and Industry for each field of legal support and business
protection)

= The Committee of Industry (Committee Status: Conceptual and initiative body for promoting
and developing business in the field of industry)

=  Foreign trade committee (Committee Status: Conceptual and initiative body for the
development of foreign trade and foreign economic relations)

= Committee for Economy (Status of the Committee: Co-ordination, management and initiative
body of the Slovak Chamber of Commerce and Industry for the economy and economic

policy)

= Committee for digitization (Committee Status: Conceptual and initiative body of the Slovak
Chamber of Commerce and Industry for the digitization)

= The Committee for Innovation and EU funds (Status of the Committee: Co-ordination,
management and initiative body of the Slovak Chamber of Commerce and Industry for
innovation and EU funds)

=  Committee for Education (Committee Status: Conceptual and initiative body of the Slovak
Chamber of Commerce and Industry for education).

Contact:

Mr. Peter MIHOK, CSc. (president of SCCI)
Address: Gorkého 9, SK - 81603 Bratislava
Tel.: +421 2 54131228

Fax: +421 2 54131159

E-mail: predseda@sopk.sk

Web: www.sopk.sk

SCCl is operating through its regional offices and joint chambers of commerce and joint economic
committee. In the context of cross-border co-operation of Hungary and Slovakia has a particular
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importance Slovakia-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce. Information about this organization and
about regional offices of SCCl are listed below.

3.2.4 Slovakia-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce [1]
Origin: 26 March 1998

Its main aim is to facilitate the development of economic relations between the Slovak Republic
and Hungary and also accommodate all business activities destined from Slovakia to Hungary.
The main activity is: working with governments, local authorities, institutions and professional
associations, partnership chambers of commerce, foreign embassies and specialized institutions
in both countries; the collection of information and documentation, formation of a database of
companies and offers for cooperation and gathering of legislative norms of both countries, the
organization of trade missions and business meetings and participation of entrepreneurs in
exhibitions, mutual disclosure of trade offers.

Contact:

Address: Vajanského 2, SK - 984 01 Lucenec
Tel.: 0863-43 339 36

Fax: 0863/433 39 37

E-mail: sopkrklc@scci.sk

Web: www.sopk.sk

3.2.5 Regional Chambers of Commerce

Websites of regional chambers of commerce in addition to standard information about SCCl include
information on current commercial offerings, demand and cooperation in the region. Websites also
contain alerts and articles on current, upcoming and conducted events in different regions.

3.2.5.1 Bratislava Chamber of Commerce

Bratislava Chamber of Commerce and other regional chambers of commerce provide standard
services of SCCI in the area of international trade and certification of documents, services in the ATA
system, advisory consulting services, education services, trade missions organizing, information
technology services, advertising in OPH magazine, editorial activities and discounts for members of
SCCL.

Contact:

Mr. Juraj MAJTAN (director of BRK SCCI)
Address: Jasikova 6, SK - 82673 Bratislava
Tel.: +421 2 48291259

Fax: +421 2 48291260

E-mail: juraj.majtan@sopk.sk

Web: ba.sopk.sk
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3.2.5.2 Chamber of Commerce in Banska Bystrica
Contact:

Mrs. Lubomira SLOBODOVA (director of regional Chamber of Commerce)
Address: Nam. S. Moysesa 4, SK - 974 01 Banska Bystrica

Tel.: +421 48 4125 633

E-mail: slobodova@sopk.sk

Web: bb.sopk.sk/

3.2.5.3 Kosice Chamber of Commerce
Contact:

Mr. Ludovit KOROTNOKY (director)
Address: Florianska 19, SK - 040 01 Kosice
Tel.: +421 55 3101151

E-mail: ludovit.korotnoky@sopk.sk

Web: ke.sopk.sk/

3.2.5.4 Nitra chamber of Commerce
Contact:

Mr. Miroslav MASARIK (director)
Address: Akademicka 4, SK - 949 01 Nitra
Tel.: +421-37-6535466

E-mail: sopkrknr@sopk.sk

E-mail: miroslav.masarik@sopk.sk

Web: nr.sopk.sk/

3.2.5.5 PreSov Chamber of Commerce
Contact:

Mrs. Helena VIRCIKOVA (director)

Address: Vajanského 10, P.0.Box 246, SK - 080 01 Presov1
Tel.: +421 51 7599952

E-mail: vircikova@scci.sk

Web: po.sopk.sk/

3.2.5.6 Trencin Chamber of Commerce
Contact:

Mr. Stefan BUCHA (director)

Address: Jilemnického 2, SK - 911 01 Trencin
Tel.: +421 32 6523834

E-mail: sopkrktn@sopk.sk

Web: tn.sopk.sk/
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3.2.5.7 Trnava Chamber of Commerce
Contact:

Mrs. Eva TOMANKOVA (in charge of TT SCCI)
Address: Trhova 2, SK-917 01 Trnava

Tel.: 033/55 12 588

E-mail: tomankova@sopk.sk

Web: tt.sopk.sk/

3.2.5.8 Zilina Chamber of Commerce
Contact:

Mr. Jan MISURA (director)

Address: Halkova 31, SK - 010 01 Zilina
Tel.: +421 41 7235 655

E-mail: sekrza@za.scci.sk

Web: za.sopk.sk/

3.3 National support agencies

3.3.1 National Development Agency (of Hungaria)

The government set up the Agency by merging the National Development Office and authorities
managing the implementation of the National Development Plan, in order to for an increasingly
effective and transparent institution system to support the efficient use of European Union funding.

THE AGENCY SHALL, WITHIN ITS SCOPE OF RESPONSIBILITIES AND COMPETENCY:

= collaborate in the preparation of proposals submitted by the Government Commissioner;

= prepare cabinet committee proposals pertaining to the operation of the Parliament and draft
responses to interpellations;

= request — pursuant to authorisation - the initiation of legislation drafting at the minister, and
prepare draft bills and government, ministerial decrees and other measures;

= collaborate in the preparation of observations made by the Government Commissioner in
connection with government proposals and ministerial decrees in accordance with the
government’s agenda;

= liase with scientific, research and educational institutions; ensures support for, and
development of scientific and educational work and training;

= participate in the work of international organisations, maintain international relations and
organise joint programmes with foreign governmental organisations carrying out similar
tasks;

= undertake publicity related tasks.

Contact:

Web: www.nfu.hu/?lang=en

3.3.2 ITD Hungary Zrt.
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MISSION:

ITD Hungary's mission is to help Hungarian small and medium-sized enterprises strengthen their
position in the global market by fostering entrepreneurial spirit, promoting regional development
and expanding international relationships.

They also actively facilitate the investment process and encourage the import and export of capital.
This promotes new enterprises, expansion and diversification, as well as boosting activity in existing
sectors.

Their goal is to play an active role in generating added value and building a knowledge-based society
in Hungary. To achieve this, they must focus on innovation, economic growth and employment.

VALUES:

= highly qualified and motivated employees;

= practical, customer-oriented services;

® a highly-developed network of contacts within government institutions and international
organisations and businesses;

= further promotion of Hungary's positive image;

= effective support for high-quality Hungarian products capable of competing on the
international market.

Contact:

Web: www.itdh.com/engine.aspx?page=Itdh_Befektetes

3.3.3 VATI Hungarian Public Nonprofit Limited Liability Company for Regional
Development and Town Planning (Hungary)

The activity of VATI, a non-profit company, covers the full scope of research, planning and
consultation activities related to regional development, the protection and reshaping of the built
environment. The company is responsible for the implementation of the regional development Phare
programs and participates as a cooperating organization in the realization of the Regional
Development Operative Program and of the INTERREG Community Initiative programs. VATI operates
a specialized portal called Térport (terport.hu) as well as the Regional Information System (TelR). The
company manages a national level regional and community development, architectural - technical
documentation center as well. Another strength of the company - especially in respect of the
implementation of the EU programs - is the unique national network consisting of 12 regional
representation offices.

Contact:

Web: www.vati.hu/main.php?folderID=2124&langchanged=eng

3.3.4 National Office for Research and Technology (NORT)
Strategy of NORT: Science, Technology and Innovation strategy.

The government adopted its mid-term STl-strategy for the period between 2007-2013 on 28 March
2007, which was incorporated in Government Resolution 1023/2007. (IV. 5.)

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
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The general objective of the strategy is to make Hungary's economy driven by knowledge and
innovation on the mid-term, and to ensure that Hungarian companies display competitive products
and services on the international market.

MID-TERM OBJECTIVES:

= To expand research and development activities of enterprises.

= To create internationally renowned R&D and innovation centres and research universities.

= Toincrease the research, development and innovation (R&D&I) capacity of regions.

= To create a market of knowledge based on competition and the recognition of performance
through the globalization and industrialization of generating and disseminating new
knowledge.

= To carry out giant scientific investments complying with policy priorities, primarily in regional
centres and development clusters, and also to decrease regional discrepancies (improve
regional cohesion).

= To increase the annual R&D spending dynamically, primarily as a result of an increase in
enterprise spending.

PRINCIPLES OF THE STRATEGY
= Concentrating material and intellectual resources, and optimizing application.
= Improved social and economic exploitation of R&D results.
= Strengthening regional innovation.

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

=  Promoting the culture of exploitation and appreciation of scientific research results.

= Setting up a quality-, performance- and exploitation-driven, efficient national innovation
system.

= Developing creative, innovative and appreciated workforce, complying with the demands of
knowledge-based economy and society.

= Creating an economic and legal background that stimulates the generation and exploitation
of knowledge.

= Promoting Hungarian enterprises, products and services which are competitive on the global
market.

Contact:

Address: Neumann Janos u. 1/c., H-1117 Budapest
Postal address: H-1519 Budapest Pf. 506.

Tel.: +36 1 484 2500

Fax: +36 1 318 7998

E-mail: info@nkth.gov.hu

Web: www.nkth.gov.hu/english

3.3.5 Slovak investment and trade development agency (SARIO)

SARIO agency is primary agency to support Slovak exports, investments in Slovakia and awareness
of the Slovak Republic as a reliable business partner in the world. SARIO has three main sections in
which conducts the core business - It is a section of Foreign direct investment, Foreign trade section
and the section of EU Structural funds.

Activities of the sections:

44



Catalogue of support services and programmes for bilateral co-operation of Hungary and Slovakia www.sme-husk.eu

=  Foreign Direct Section - The SARIO Foreign Direct Investment Section provides
comprehensive investment services and up-to-date information for foreign investors on the
business environment-
= Foreign trade section - The foreign trade section conducts activities to support exports
and develop foreign trade. Some of the top priorities are participation in general
and specialised expositions and trade fairs, setting up trade delegations to other countries,
receiving foreign delegations, designing educational programmes for startup exporters,
providing consulting services at home and abroad and developing marketing studies.
= EU Structural fu nds section - Project administration from programmes co-financed by the
Slovak government and the European Commission are:
0 investing to develop industries and regions in the Slovak Republic through the
construction of industrial parks and
0 developing and expanding economic and trade exchanges between the Slovak
Republic and European Union member countries through the active participation of
the entrepreneurial community in trade fairs, expositions and trade delegations. It is
these activities which summarize the work of the EU Structural Funds Section.

Key activities:

=  Creation of a suitable investment and “business-friendly” environment in Slovakia.

= Assisting with the completion of investment projects of foreign investors and ancillary
services.

= Consultation and solutions for individual State aid to investors.

=  Mapping out and creating databases of available real estate and industrial parks.

= Assistance and service with joint venture creation between Slovak and foreign companies.

= Assisting small and medium businesses in their search for export and trade opportunities
abroad.

= Assisting municipalities and small and medium business applying for money from the EU
structural funds (within the jurisdiction of SARIO) and helping them complete their projects.

Contact:

Mr. Juraj KIESEL

Address: Martincekova 17, SK - 821 01 Bratislava
Tel: +421 2 58 260 110

E-mail: kieselantispm@antispm.sk@sario.sk
Web: www.sario.sk/

3.3.6 National Agency for Development of Small and Medium Enterprises (NADSME)

National Agency for the Development of Small and Medium Enterprises (NADSME) acts in the
support of SMEs in Slovakia as well. The National Agency for Development of Small and Medium
Enterprises was founded in 1993 by a common initiative of the EU and the government of the Slovak
Republic. The agency supports development and growth of small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
in the Slovak Republic with the aim to improve the competitiveness of the sector within the single EU
market. NADSME is a professional association of legal entities whose main members are the
following organizations:

= The Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic

= Entrepreneurs Association of Slovakia

=  Slovak Tradesman Union

NADSME performs the following actions:
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= identifies and analyses barriers to business development, makes proposals to address them,
including draft legislation

= prepares proposals for the formulation of national policies and strategies important for the
SMEs.

= fullfils task associated with the professional execution of projects and programmes aimed at
assisting SMEs in the Slovak Republic.

= in cooperation with financial institutions is involved in creation of credit and guarantee
system for the creation, stimulation and development of SMEs

= supports the development of SMEs through the SME support and financial assistance
(repayable and non-refundable), which allocates businesses in these programmes

= ensures implementation of support programmes for SMEs in various regions of Slovakia,
while cooperating with regional organizations aimed at promoting SMEs

= ensures building of infrastructure for business development (incubators) focusing on support
for start-ups and innovative technologies

= provides connections to existing European information networks and data banks
in the business field

= initiates and encourages the development and population activities in the field of SME
promotion programmes through the public, issues the information literature, organizes
conferences, seminars and exhibitions

Among other organizations representing the business sector in Slovakia it is necessary to mention
Slovak Chamber of Tradesmen (www.szk.sk), Slovak Tradesman Union (www.szz.sk), Entrepreneurs
Association of Slovakia (www.zps.sk), Slovak Union of Producer Cooperatives
(www.cpscoop.sk/cps_sk/index.php), Slovak Association of Small Enterprises (www.samp-msp.sk)
and others.

3.4 Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) [4]

Launched in February 2008, this new European Commission initiative offers entrepreneurs a one stop
shop where they can seek advice and benefit from a wide range of easily accessible support services
in business, innovation and research. New network is building on experiences of support initiatives -
Euro Info Centres (EIC), Innovation Relay Centres (IRC) and SME support services in the FP7 - and
integrates their activities.

Key objectives of the network are to:

= Increase the synergies among network partners through the provision of integrated services;

= Maintain and continually improve the access, proximity, quality and professionalism
of the integrated services provided by the network;

= Raise awareness —in particular among SMEs — regarding Community policy issues and the
services offered by the network, including the improvement of environmental awareness
and eco-efficiency of SMEs and the Cohesion policy and Structural funds;

= Consult businesses and obtain their opinions on Community policy options;
= Ensure that the network offers complementarities with other relevant services providers;
= Reduce the administrative burden for all parties.

With more than 500 contact points and almost 4,000 experienced staff, the network is the largest
in Europe providing expertise and services for business in following areas:
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= Business: Information about European legislation and programmes and provide tailored
intelligence for SMEs and other clients; offer assistance and advice services to SMEs to
benefit from EU programmes and initiatives; provide feedback from SMEs to the Commission
to ensure that future legislation responds to SME needs; offer services to develop trans-
national co-operation between SMEs and help them finding suitable business partners
to expand their business and enter new markets.

= |nnovation: Disseminating information and raising awareness regarding innovation-related
policies, legislation, and support programmes; engaging in the dissemination
and exploitation of research results; providing brokerage services for technology and
knowledge transfer, and for partnership building between all kinds of innovation actors;
stimulating the capacity of firms, especially SMEs to innovate; facilitating linkage to other
innovation services including intellectual property related services.

= Research: Services encouraging the participation of SMEs in the Community Framework
Programme for RTD (FP7) - raising awareness among SMEs regarding the Community
Framework Programme for RTD; helping SMEs to identify their RTD needs and find relevant
partners; assisting SMEs in the preparation and coordination of project proposals for the
participation in the Community Framework Programme for RTD.

Link: www.enterprise-europe-network.ec.europa.eu

Contact:

Enterprise Europe Network Hungary

ITD - Hungary

Address: Andrassy Ut 12, H - 1061 Budapest
Tel.: +361472 8130

Fax: +36 14728131

E-mail: een@itd.hu

Web: www.enterpriseeurope.hu

Enterprise Europe Network Slovakia

BIC Bratislava

Address: Zochova 5, SK - 811 03 Bratislava
Tel.: +421 2 5441 7515

Fax: +421 2 5441 7522

E-mail: info@een.sk

Web: www.een.sk

3.5 Embassies and Consulates

3.5.1 The Embassy of the Slovak Republic in Budapest

Webpages of the embassy offer information about local specificities, travelling and travel documents,
consular services, contact on the Commercial section in Hungary and Slovakia (Commercial section
mediate contacts between potential business partners, prepares seminars promoting Slovakia as
a potential business partner) and contact on the Office of Defense Attache.

Contact:

Mr. Peter WEISS
Address: Stefania Ut. 22-24, H - 1143 Budapest XIV
Tel.: 00361/460 9010, 00361/460 9011, 00361/27335 00
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Fax: 00361/4609020

Cell: 003630 26 95997

E-mail: emb.budapest@mzv.sk

Web: www.budapest.mfa.sk/App/WCM/ZU/BudapestZU/main.nsf?Open

3.5.2 The Embassy of Hungary in Slovakia
Contact:

Mr. Antal HEIZER

Address: Sedlarska 3, SK - 814 25 Bratislava
Tel.: 421 (0) 2 5920 5200

Fax: 421 (0) 2 5443 5484

E-mail: pozsony@embhung.sk

Web: www.mfa.gov.hu/

3.5.3 General Consulate of the Republic of Hungary in Kosice

Founder: Embassy of Hungary in Slovak Republic

www.sme-husk.eu

The consulate was established to develop business and cultural activities between the Slovak

Republic and Hungary.

Contact:

Address: Hlavna 67, SK - 040 01 Kosice - Staré Mesto
Tel.: 055 /728 20 21

Fax: 055 / 728 20 23

Web: www.kulugyminiszterium.hu
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4 Bilateral agreements between Slovakia and Hungary [8]

Many agreements were concluded between Slovak Republic and Hungary. Some of the recent
agreements include:

Table nr. 2: Bilateral agreements between Slovakia and Hungary

Date of signing Full name of agreement

30.01.2009

Memorandum on partnership between Ministry of Justice of Slovak Republic and Ministry of
Justice and public order of Hungary

23.12.2008

Agreement between Government of Slovak Republic and Government of Republic of
Hungary on the temporary use of part of the national territory of Slovak Republic for
construction and operation of fish ladder upon the border watercourse of river Ipel and in
the villages of Ipolytolgyes and Male Kosihy

18.06.2007

Agreement between Government of Slovak Republic and Government of Republic of
Hungary on the operation, maintenance and reconstruction of road crossing bridges and
sections of the border road at the common border

02.10.2006

Agreement between Slovak Republic and Hungary on co-operation in the prevention of
transnational crime and organized crime

15.07.2005

Agreement between Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecommunications of Slovak
Republic and Ministry of Economy and Transport of Republic of Hungary on the
reconstruction of the bridge over Danube river at the common border between both states
and cities of Komarno and Komdarom

02.06.2004

Agreement between Ministry of Agriculture of Slovak Republic and Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development of Hungary on mutual co-operation in the field of winegrowing and
viticulture in Tokay vineyard locality

16.01.2003

Agreement between Government of Slovak Republic and Government of Republic of
Hungary on co-operation in culture, education, science, sports and youth

10.09.2002

Agreement between Government of Slovak Republic and Government of Republic of
Hungary on Scientific and Technological co-operation

23.04.2001

Agreement between Government of Slovak Republic and Government of Republic of
Hungary on cross-border co-operation between self-government regions and authorities

21.03.2000

Agreement between Government of Slovak Republic and Government of Republic of
Hungary on reciprocal recognition of qualifications issued in Slovak Republic and Hungary

Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Slovak Republic, 2009
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5 Structural funds and operational programmes [2]

5.1 Structural funds and operational programmes in Hungary

5.1.1 National Strategic Reference Framework (NSRF)

5.1.1.1 New Hungary Development Plan (NHDP)

Hungary will receive a rate of 22.4 billion Euros funding from 2007 through to 2013 in order to close
the development gap of the country and approach the level of development of developed countries.

The most relevant objective of the New Hungary Development Plan relates to raising the level of
employment and establishing conditions underpinning permanent growth. Therefore, coordinated
state and EU development will be launched in 6 priority areas, namely: the economy, transport,
initiatives targeting social renewal, environmental protection and energy, regional development and
tasks relating to state reform.

The government has approved all of 15 operational programmes of the New Hungary Development
Plan (NHDP).

5.1.1.2 The approved operational programmes of national development plan

The government has approved all of 15 operational programmes of the New Hungary Development
Plan (NHDP), within the framework of which we are able to invest 7000 billion Hungarian Forints in
the development of Hungary during the next 7 years with the assistance of EU funding. These
programmes define the areas in which, and proportion according to which we are able to use the
available funding at a sectoral and regional level.

Operational Programmes (OP) approved by the government within the framework of the New
Hungary Development Plan:

= Economic Development OP EDOP

=  Transport OP TOP

= Social Renewal OP SROP
=  Social Infrastructure OP SIOP

= Environment and Energy OP  EEOP

=  State Reform OP SROP
= Electronic Administration OP EAOP
=  West Pannon OP WPOP
= South Great Plain OP SGPOP
= North Great Plain OP NGPOP
= Central Hungary OP CHOP
= North Hungary OP NHOP
= Central Transdanubia OP CcToP

5.2 Structural funds and operational programmes in Slovakia [2]

Structural Funds are instruments of structural policy which uses the European Union to achieve its
priority objectives. This include the development of lagging regions affected by industrial
restructuring, the succour of economic and social changeover of areas with serious structural
problems, the development of human resources and traffic infrastructure, as well as improving the
environment.
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The aim of structural and regional policy of the European Community is to offset the gap between
rich and poor regions within the united Europe. Assistance is made through the Structural
and Cohesion Funds.

5.2.1 National Strategic Reference Framework (NSRF)

National Strategic Reference Framework (NSRF) is a cardinal strategic document of Slovak Republic
to planning of European Union funds utilization in the years 2007 — 2013.

It sets national priorities, which will be co-financed by the Structural and Cohesion Funds in the next
programming period, following the strategic guidelines of Community, which define the framework
for the Funds intervention at the european level.

The content of the NSRF is the analysis of the current situation of Slovak Republic, vision and strategy
for economic and social development of Slovakia including NSRF priorities, classification of strategies
and its operational programmes and funding of NSRF.

Regional policy is based on financial solidarity between regions. It allows to use more than

35 percent of the EU budget (which in particular comes from the richer member states)

in disadvantaged regions. This approach does not favour just states that are beneficiaries, but also
those that are major contributors to the Community budget (e.g. the fact that their companies
benefit from major investment projects in disadvantaged regions).

Only EU member states are entitled to use the benefits of structural funds. Exploitation of funds is
planned for a period of seven years (the current programming period is the period from 2007 to
2013).

5.2.2 Structural funds and Slovakia

The new EU cohesion policy was approved by the 4th July 2006 by the European Parliament. It is
more focused on environmental protection, competitiveness and job creation. Members of the
European Parliament approved a package of regulations for the new cohesion policy for the years
2007 - 2013, and thus the future allocation of 32.7% of the common EU budget (308 billion. €).

5.2.3 Operational Programmes

Assistance from the Structural Funds is provided on the basis of official documents — operational
programmes and its supplements. These operation programmes are:

= Regional Operational Programme
=  Environment

=  Competitiveness and economic growth
= Research and development

=  Healthcare

=  Employment and social inclusion
= Bratislava region

=  Education

= Informatisation of society

= Transportation

=  Technical assistance
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5.2.4 How to request for support

Claimer for EU assistance must answer the call. The relevant ministry or implementing agency shall
notify who, when, where, for what activity and how can submit a request. The call usually contains
instructions for completing of the application, the list of required attachments and binding schema
of the project itself. Call further states the amount of support and additional requirements for
applicants.

Applicants for EU assistance do not need to seek specific structural fund from which they wish

to utilize. Implementing agencies set up by Slovak Ministries provide money from structural funds.
Subsequently, the applicant must verify whether the responsible ministry or the implementing
agency published a call for applications.
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6 Information resources

[1]lwww.foreign.gov.sk/servlet/content?MT=/App/WCM/main.nsf/vw_ByID/ID_BDFAOF8449A80739
C125763500337369_SK&OpenDocument=Y&LANG=SK&PAGE_MEDZINARODNEORGANIZACIE-ALL-
DWMCEA-
7XWF7C=4&MENU=medzinarodne_organizacie_a_zoskupenia&TG=BlankMaster&URL=/App/WCM/I
ntOrg.nsf/%28vw_BylD%29/ID_89619EC8420CBD2FC12570DD003BOA9E

[2] www.euroinfo.gov.sk/index/go.php?id=1195

[3] www.nadsme.sk/?article=172

[4] www.een.sk/

[5] www.nadsme.sk/?article=172

[6] www.euractiv.sk/?id=cezhranicna-a-uzemna-spolupraca
[7]1 www.husk-cbc.eu

[8]www.foreign.gov.sk/servlet/content?MT=/App/WCM/main.nsf/vw_ByID/zahranicna__politika&T
G=BlankMaster&URL=/App/WCM/main.nsf/vw_BylD/medzinarodne_zmluvy-
zoznam_zmluv_podla_statov&CSTATE=MADARSKO&OpenDocument=Y&LANG=SK&PAGE_VSETKYZM
LUVY-DWMCEA-7XEM76=1
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